
Four Objections
Romans 3:1-8

What a great morning we are having!
Already four baptisms, of four teens, of four junior high teens.
We will end with four families doing a child dedication ceremony.
In the middle we have this passage from Romans 3:1-8.

To prepare us for the cross and our need of it, Paul has been prosecuting the world. 
Gentiles and Jews
Obvious unrighteousness and subtle self-righteousness

We have pulled out nine things that a person might hear from God at the judgment. 
To any honest listener, the prosecution’s case has presented the facts clearly and covered all 
the bases. An honest hearer is already confessing his or her guilt.

But there is another kind of hearer of the gospel who is not ready to be honest before God. And 
Paul was constantly dealing with these folks. 

They would hear Paul’s clear case against humanity but raise objections.
To them, the objections seemed like legitimate rebuttals to Paul’s prosecution. 
But in fact, they are the reasonings of stubborn hearts.

The sinful human heart will make the mind its slave.  
.
Proverbs 16:25
There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way to death.

People have an incredible capacity for rationalization. Do they not?

Have you ever heard the excuses of a teenager who didn’t do his homework?
Have you ever heard the home crowd react to a referee call that didn’t go their way, even 
when it was obvious to any neutral observer?
Have you ever heard a broke college student justify why she needed that super expensive 
outfit?
Have you ever tried to reason with an alcoholic about why they don’t need that next 
drink?
Have you ever read the arguments for why transgenderism is to be celebrated? 
Have you ever heard the logic of why a good God would never send anyone to hell?

The fact is: We come up with reasons to justify whatever our will wants to be true. 



I say this to our four newly baptized junior highers. 
In the next ten years, you are going to be exposed to all kinds of reasons and rationales for why 
the Bible isn’t true, why the gospel doesn’t matter, why it is better to just go with the culture . . .

The fact that there are human reasons for something or human arguments against 
something means absolutely nothing in determining the ultimate truthfulness of something. 

Otherwise the teenager who didn’t do his homework is excused, because he has reasons.
The home crowd could just referee the basketball game, because they have reason to believe 
the ref is biased.
The college student who blew her paycheck on a dress is responsible, because she has 
reasons for throwing her money away.
The alcoholic who takes that next drink is fine, because he has reasons.
The person who embraces LGBTQ lifestyle is right, because he or she has reasons.
The one who discredits the idea of God’s wrath is right, because he has reasons. 

There has to be more. 
You say, what more?

When you have humility before God that comes from an honest awareness of your own 
human limitations and your own evil dispositions, then you are in the starting position to 
receive truth and to understand how it is logical.

See, not all logic is created equal. Some logic comes from humility before God and other 
logic doesn’t. 

Here is how this works: When you can see that the underlying source of any human rationale 
is not coming from a disposition of humility before God–not from an honest awareness of 
human limitations and not from an honest admission of human sinfulness–then you know 
that that entire system of logic is built on a foundation of sand. 
 

Matthew 7:24-25 
“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who built 
his house on the rock. 25 And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on 
that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock. 

Matthew 7:26-27
And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish man 
who built his house on the sand. 27 And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew 
and beat against that house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it.”



If someone else wants to follow prideful human reasonings, that’s their choice. 
But I’m building my house on the words of Jesus. 
I’m going to follow the logic of the Bible.
As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord. 

So this section we are in breaks down really cleanly. 
8 verses 
4 objections
2 verses each
Every objection is followed by a quick rebuttal from Paul.

Objection 1: 
If the possession of God’s Word doesn’t guarantee the Jews’ salvation, then it would have 
been pointless for God to give it. 
.
Romans 3:1
Then what advantage has the Jew? Or what is the value of circumcision?

Explain the objection.
This one is obviously specific to the argument against “insulated religion” that Paul has 
just made. The notion that Jews will be saved just because they are associated with God’s 
people.
The argument is this: What’s the point of God giving his Word if it doesn’t ensure 
salvation?
(Of course, God’s Word never guaranteed every single Jew salvation. It guarantees that 
God will work his salvation through the Jewish nation. It always stipulated from the start 
that individual Israelites who break God’s law are subject to condemnation. And the OT 
has story upon story upon story demonstrating God’s judgment upon unfaithful 
Israelites.)
But Paul’s rebuttal is even more basic than going there. 

He just says, “Having the oracles of God is an incredible trust!”
How can you possibly say that is a bad thing and not an advantage over everyone 
else? 

Response 1:
How can it be wrong for God to entrust people with true knowledge, clear expectations, 
and motivating promises? 
.
Romans 3:2
Much in every way. To begin with, the Jews were entrusted with the oracles of God. 



Illustration:
Giving a list of ten clear instructions to your children while you are gone. 

The more specific the list, the less the excuse.
Clean up
vs. 
Pick up all toys, shoes, and blankets laying everywhere. 
Vacuum carpet. 
Clean up dresser surfaces.
Make your beds.
Clean up your bathroom sink

Then you say, “We are going to stop by and pick up the making for ice cream sundaes, and as 
long as you guys follow these instructions, we are going to have dessert all together.
They all lick their lips and say, “Yeah, ice cream sundaes!”

Pic of Ice Cream Sundae

You go out. You come home. You got your grocery bags filled with sundae supplies. 
Waffle bowls, M&M’s, choc syrup . . .

And you find that the kids didn’t do a very good job at all at cleaning up.
They picked up a few toys and one bed is made. The vacuum hasn’t been touched. 
You say, “You didn’t follow instructions, kids!”

They first say, “Yes we did! We cleaned up the living room floor!”
You say, “But it doesn’t look vacuumed?”

They say, “Yes it is!”
You say, “That’s funny, because I took this picture of the how the vacuum was situation in 
the closet before we left and look! It’s still in exactly the same situation. That shirt is still 
hanging on the handle.”

They say, “You didn’t trust us!” 
You say, “Nope.” 

They say, “But its not fair, if you hadn’t given us such a clear list of expectations, our little 
bit of clean up would have been good enough!”
You say, “That actually wouldn’t have been “cleaning up.” Besides, we did give you clear 
expectations, and if you had cared, you would have done them.”

They say, “Can we still have sundaes?”



You and your wife point at each other and you say, “Yes, we can still have sundaes. But you 
kids, not so much!”

Then one kid says, “But I at least made my bed! I did more than them!”
You say, “But did you do the list we gave you?”

Then the younger one’s start crying. 
The older ones are feeling anger. 
None of them are actually feeling their guilt. 

Then you and your wife pile on the ingredients and you and your wife enjoy your sundae.

Notice all the rationalizations. They are not too different from how adults react to God. 

Objection 2:
If in the end, Jews are just as convicted and condemned as everyone else, then God is guilty 
of not being faithful to Israel.
.
Romans 3:3 
What if some were unfaithful? Does their faithlessness nullify the faithfulness of God?

Explain objection
God made very clear in the OT that he would be faithful to his plan for his people!
If his people are convicted and condemned like everyone else, then he isn’t being faithful 
to that plan.
Do you hear the force of that argument?

(Now again, this is forgetting the aspect of individual accountability before God. If some 
or even most of the Jews are under God’s wrath, it doesn’t mean that all are. And it 
doesn’t mean that God won’t ultimately fulfill his promises to work salvation through 
them.)

Explain rebuttal
Even if every person is untrue (which they are), how can the unrighteousness of others be 
held against God?
If their sins are real, then God’s judgment is justified. Period. 

Response 2:
How can you blame the one who judges justly for the sins of those who are being judged?
.
Romans 3:4



By no means! Let God be true though every one were a liar, as it is written, “That you may be 
justified in your words, and prevail when you are judged.” 

Illus: Can you imagine standing in a court room for a felony that you did in fact commit and 
blaming the judge for your conviction? 

It’s crazy. It doesn’t really require a sophisticated rebuttal. 
Paul just says, “Are you upset with God for prevailing in his judgment over felonies? Don’t 
we want judges that are right and true and correct in their judgments?”

Objection 3:
If my sin ultimately serves to accentuate God’s goodness, then God should thank me for 
helping to show how good he is.
.
Romans 3:5
But if our unrighteousness serves to show the righteousness of God, what shall we say? That 
God is unrighteous to inflict wrath on us? (I speak in a human way.)

Explain objection
This is a great example of how twisted human logic can become in trying to wiggle out 
from under God’s judgment.

Illus: Imagine a bully in school whose been beating up a few smaller kids and taking stuff 
from them.
He finally gets caught and taken to the principle’s office. 
He’s in big, big trouble. Mom is sitting there next to him.
The principle starts with this statement: “At our school, we are absolutely committed to stand 
against bullying. We want every student to be safe from harm and treated with respect.”

But then the bully says, “Doesn’t my mistreatment of fellow classmates just demonstrate for 
everyone in the school that your commitment to stand against bullies is a very good one?”
“So you guys should thank me for demonstrating this so clearly.”

Response 3:
How could anything wrong ever be condemned?
.
Romans 3:6 
By no means! For then how could God judge the world? 



Are you saying that there is no such thing as evil?
Are you saying that there is evil but it is impossible that God should ever judge it?
What are you saying here? Because whatever it is, it makes no sense. 

Paul’s response is simple: That’s twisted!

God could never do the good thing and judge sin and therefore would not be good!

Objection 4:
If my sin ultimately serves to bring God glory, then God should thank me twice–once for 
showing his goodness and once for bringing him glory.
.
Romans 3:7 
But if through my lie God’s truth abounds to his glory, why am I still being condemned as a 
sinner?

Explain objection
This one is obviously related to the last one, but is slightly different.
The last one was claiming that our sin shows God’s goodness of character.
This one claims that our sin culminates in God’s receiving glory.

Notice that these last two arguments are “ends justify the means” arguments.
They are situation ethics.
If the final outcome is good, then the behavior is justified. 

But here the Bible is exposing situation ethics. 
The Bible does not promote and “ends justifies the means” morality.

It doesn’t say . . .
“If you have a good outcome in view, then it is okay to lie to your parents.”
“If you think you know someone who needs that possession more than the owner, then it 
is okay to steal from your neighbor.” 
“If you are trying to become a police officer and uphold law and justice in your city, then 
it’s okay to cheat in the police academy.”
“If you are bringing God glory through showing his righteousness by sinning, then go 
ahead and sin away!”

Response 4: 
How does your logic not just encourage more and more sin?
.
Romans 3:8 



And why not do evil that good may come?—as some people slanderously charge us with saying. 
Their condemnation is just.

Paul just waves his hand and says, “Come on. That’s ridiculous.” 

Illus: What if the bully were to argue that all the kind and thoughtful kids in the school get 
more appreciation due to his unkindness? 

So the objections against the prosecution fall flat. 
They are all overruled by the judge. 

Human logic cannot rationalize away human guilt before God. 

Can you see that today?
Do you have any objections to God’s Word that you need to admit are not so sound?

 

Conclusion

A word to the parents doing the baby dedication.

A Christian Parent’s Job:
.
1. To instill the stories, claims, logic, and worldview of the Bible in your children. 
.
2. To recognize that unless their hearts are changed, they will reject biblical truth for their 
own foolish reasons, so you must preach the gospel to your children and pray every day for 
God to give them a new heart. 


